Loutit District Library
Right To Read Exhibit 2025 Sources

Loutit District Library’s Right to Read exhibit is not an exhaustive coverage of the topic of book
challenges and censorship. We encourage you to do more research on the aspects of the
exhibit that interest you and track the ongoing court cases we’ve highlighted.

Get started by viewing the sources for our 2025 Right to Read exhibit below.

Contact us at loutit@loutitlibrary.org if you have questions.

Censorship Today

United States Naval Academy

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/ending-radical-and-wasteful-government-
dei-programs-and-preferencing/

https://media.defense.gov/2025/Apr/04/2003683009/-1/-1/0/250404-
LIST%200F%20REMOVED%20BOOKS%20FROM%20NIMITZ%20LIBRARY.PDF

https://publiclibrariesonline.org/2025/06/books-removed-from-the-united-states-naval-academy-
library-a-local-perspective/

https://www.nbchews.com/news/nbcblk/maya-angelou-memoir-holocaust-book-are-pulled-naval-
academy-library-de-rcna200012

United States Department of Defense Education Activity

https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/dodea-book-bans

https://www.military.com/daily-news/2025/07/14/here-are-596-books-being-banned-defense-
department-schools.html

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iKxUElIBpsap4cmH vfWtzvOh069jkSc/view

Alabama

https://www.al.com/educationlab/2024/02/alabamas-inappropriate-book-list-may-not-help-local-staff-
make-decisions-librarian.html

https://www.al.com/news/2024/01/alabama-public-library-service-book-list-contains-83-books.html

https://www.al.com/news/2025/05/what-is-a-sexually-explicit-book-what-alabamas-new-rule-means-
for-libraries.html

https://www.al.com/news/2025/09/alabama-libraries-could-stop-children-from-seeing-books-that-
positively-depict-transgender-people.html

https://www.al.com/news/2025/09/alabama-library-must-give-list-of-challenged-books-before-funding-
is-returned.html
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https://www.al.com/news/2024/02/alabama-library-ordered-to-stop-buying-childrens-ya-books-with-
adult-Igbtg-themes.html

https://www.alreporter.com/2023/08/24/inside-the-44-books-challenged-at-the-prattville-public-
library/

https://gulfcoastmedia.com/stories/spanish-fort-public-library-adopts-new-policies-restricting-material-
from-youth,265676#//

https://content.myconnectsuite.com/api/documents/ed7dc461eea846c09c89ca76134fc2d1.pdf

https://www.alreporter.com/2025/05/06/in-spanish-fort-lgbtg-picture-books-housed-in-adult-section/

https://www.alreporter.com/2025/01/08/spanish-fort-library-expands-challenge-procedures/

Colorado

https://www.denver7.com/lifestyle/education/elizabeth-school-district-takes-19-books-off-library-
shelves-creates-sensitive-book-catalog

https://www.cpr.org/2025/03/20/judge-blocks-elizabeth-school-district-book-ban/

Florida

https://pen.org/banned-books-list-2025/

https://pen.org/press-release/statement-on-the-courts-ruling-against-key-provisions-of-floridas-book-

restriction-law/

https://theconversation.com/federal-judge-overturns-part-of-floridas-book-ban-law-drawing-on-nearly-
100-years-of-precedent-protecting-first-amendment-access-to-ideas-263893

Maryland

https://www.cbsnews.com/baltimore/news/harford-county-parents-teachers-protest-banned-book-
flamer-mike-curato/

Michigan

https://bridgemi.com/talent-education/book-bans-move-sex-war-west-michigan-school-removes-

jarhead/
https://politicsinpractice.slj.com/2023/11/01/rockfordlawsuit/

https://www.wgvunews.org/news/2025-04-02/group-wants-certain-books-banned-from-rockford-
public-schools-library

https://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/2025/04/book-ban-lawsuit-against-west-michigan-school-
district-dismissed-by-appeals-court.html

https://www.woodtv.com/news/kent-county/appeals-court-tosses-lawsuit-to-ban-pornographic-books-
from-rockford-schools/
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https://michiganadvance.com/2025/06/23/local-michigan-library-board-backs-away-from-policy-to-
sequester-lgbtg-themed-books/

https://michiganadvance.com/2025/06/04/parental-guidance-a-new-front-emerges-in-battle-between-
far-right-lgbtg-themed-books/

https://www.cromaine.org/sites/default/files/content/policies/3010%20REVISED%20MATERIALS%20SE
LECTION%20AND%20READER%20GUIDANCE.pdf

https://bridgemi.com/michigan-government/michigan-prosecutor-mulls-charging-lapeer-library-over-

Igbtg-book/

https://michiganadvance.com/2025/06/05/lapeer-library-board-mulls-age-restrictions-on-materials-
despite-shaky-legal-ground/

https://upnorthlive.com/news/local/community-rallies-for-inclusion-as-library-board-denies-appeal-
against-grandads-pride

https://www.michiganpublic.org/politics-government/2023-11-09/voters-approve-funding-for-ottawa-
county-library-previously-defunded-over-lgbtg-books

https://bridgemi.com/talent-education/west-michigan-library-defunded-over-lgbtg-books-wins-tax-
support-3rd-try/

Tennessee

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/acts/113/pub/pc0782.pdf

https://pen.org/magic-tree-house-author-calvin-and-hobbes-among-hundreds-of-tennessee-book-bans/

https://wpln.org/post/rutherford-countys-library-system-bans-four-books-with-lgbtg-themes-after-a-
murfreesboro-decency-ordinance/

https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/2025/06/04/rutherford-library-board-rescinds-decision-to-
remove-transgender-books-to-protect-children/84007669007/

https://www.rcschools.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?UREC ID=525032&type=d&pREC ID=2636708

https://tennesseelookout.com/2024/11/25/literally-heartbreaking-as-a-librarian-150-titles-pulled-from-
rutherford-county-school-libraries/

https://pen.org/magic-tree-house-author-calvin-and-hobbes-among-hundreds-of-tennessee-book-bans/

https://nashvillebanner.com/2024/10/25/wilson-county-bans-390-books/

https://ncac.org/news/113-book-titles-banned-from-libraries-at-knox-county-schools-in-tennessee

https://www.wbir.com/article/news/local/oak-ridge-anderson/books-removed-from-shelves-in-oak-
ridge-schools-libraries-after-changes-to-state-law/51-db8f413d-d363-44e9-8910-79dff10e8072

https://pen.org/magic-tree-house-author-calvin-and-hobbes-among-hundreds-of-tennessee-book-bans/
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https://www.aclu-tn.org/en/press-releases/aclu-tn-files-lawsuit-behalf-families-pen-america-halt-book-
bans-rutherford-county

South Carolina

https://www.aclusc.org/en/press-releases/south-carolina-now-leads-nation-state-mandated-school-
book-bans

Historical Timeline

www.bannedbooksweek.org

www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/by-the-numbers

www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/censorship

www.freedomtoread.ca

www.accessola.com

www.thebpc.ca

https://www.aclu.org/documents/united-states-bill-rights-first-10-amendments-constitution

www.ncac.org/incident/athletic-shorts-banned-in-michigan-school

www.ncac.org/update/zeeland-public-schools-restrict-harry-potter-books

www.irishcentral.com/news/politics/censorship-in-ireland-hundreds-of-books-and-magazines-remain-
banned

www.ncac.org/news/ncac-demands-investigation-of-secret-order-to-ban-bo

Chriscrutcher.com/censorship.html

https://www.ala.org/united/sites/ala.org.united/files/content/IF/if censorship terms definitions unite
d for libraries.pdf

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/frequentlychallengedbooks/decade2009

www. bridgemi.com/michigan-government/upset-over-lgbtg-books-michigan-town-defunds-its-library-
tax-vote



https://www.aclu-tn.org/en/press-releases/aclu-tn-files-lawsuit-behalf-families-pen-america-halt-book-bans-rutherford-county
https://www.aclu-tn.org/en/press-releases/aclu-tn-files-lawsuit-behalf-families-pen-america-halt-book-bans-rutherford-county
https://www.aclusc.org/en/press-releases/south-carolina-now-leads-nation-state-mandated-school-book-bans
https://www.aclusc.org/en/press-releases/south-carolina-now-leads-nation-state-mandated-school-book-bans
https://www.bannedbooksweek.org/
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/by-the-numbers
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/censorship
https://www.freedomtoread.ca/
https://www.accessola.com/
https://www.thebpc.ca/
https://www.aclu.org/documents/united-states-bill-rights-first-10-amendments-constitution
https://www.ncac.org/incident/athletic-shorts-banned-in-michigan-school
https://www.ncac.org/update/zeeland-public-schools-restrict-harry-potter-books
https://www.irishcentral.com/news/politics/censorship-in-ireland-hundreds-of-books-and-magazines-remain-banned
https://www.irishcentral.com/news/politics/censorship-in-ireland-hundreds-of-books-and-magazines-remain-banned
https://www.ncac.org/news/ncac-demands-investigation-of-secret-order-to-ban-bo
https://www.ala.org/united/sites/ala.org.united/files/content/IF/if_censorship_terms_definitions_united_for_libraries.pdf
https://www.ala.org/united/sites/ala.org.united/files/content/IF/if_censorship_terms_definitions_united_for_libraries.pdf
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/frequentlychallengedbooks/decade2009
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/upset-over-lgbtq-books-michigan-town-defunds-its-library-tax-vote
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/upset-over-lgbtq-books-michigan-town-defunds-its-library-tax-vote

Loutit District Library
Right To Read Exhibit 2025 Sources

www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/2022/10/gender-queer-the-most-banned-book-in-america-
removed-from-library-by-west-michigan-school-board.html

www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/2023/07/aclu-argues-west-michigan-school-district-censored-
lgbtg-books.html

www.cbldf.org/resources/history-of-comics-censorship/history-of-comics-censorship-part-1/

https://newsroom.ucla.edu/releases/the-truth-about-galileo-and-his-conflict-with-the-catholic-church

www.thewoodword.org/entertainment/2022/04/21/booklash-the-lorax/

www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2022/09/09/patmos-library-author-nora-roberts-lgbtg-
book-millage/66878521007/

www.lanthorn.com/96878/news/expected-closure-of-an-ottawa-county-library-reflects-conservative-
action

www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/after-lgbt-book-spat-michigan-family-gives-100k-library-
they-havent-seen

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/frequentlychallengedbooks/decade1999

https://www.worldhistory.org/censor/

https://www.thefire.org/news/world-war-i-censorship-name-patriotism

https://ww100.govt.nz/censorship-state-control

https://www.thefire.org/news/world-war-i-censorship-name-patriotism

https://www.si.edu/spotlight/women-in-wwi/correspondence

https://www.oif.ala.org/board-of-education-v-pico-forty-years-of-first-amendment-legacy

https://firstamendment.mtsu.edu/article/board-of-education-island-trees-union-free-school-district-v-
pico-1982

https://www.wzzm13.com/article/news/local/northview-school-board-upholds-committees-decision-
not-ban-books/69-c6b343fa-6ce8-449c-bce0-29dee72a6f7e

https://www.everylibrary.org/billtracking

https://pen.org/books-banned-in-iowa/

https://www.iowapublicradio.org/education/2024-08-09/federal-appeals-court-rules-iowas-book-ban-
law-can-take-effect
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